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Discussion of Theme
The themes in The Flea and the Pardoner’s tale are different since Pardoner’s tale focuses on hypocrisy while The Flea focuses on respect and reputation. "The Flea” occurs before the sexual revolution. In Donne's day, sex before marriage was looked on to as a serious sin. The parents of the girl probably wanted to see their daughter getting married to a nice, rich nobleman, and not some random poet. At the same time, there was a common tradition in England called "courtly love," in which in which women secretly took their lovers out; lovers who were not married to them. The Flea demonstrates the awareness of Donne of both the attitudes of the parents of the girls as well as the secrets of the girls which they were practicing secretly behind everyone’s back.
For reasons no one has ever understood, the Pardoner responds to the Host's request for a tale with exclusive exposure of the techniques that the Pardoner used to sell his fake relics and invaluable pardons to the less educated multitudes of Christ’s believers who gather to listen to his sermons and preachings. These techniques range from showcasing of learning meant  for intimidating more than inspiring; to a play based on the emotions of shame, guilt, and fear; and ultimated to the implication of those who fail to pay tithe by giving him money are hiding a lot of unforgivable sins. He has got the gift to show them their sins.
After telling his fake story designed to increase fear of being condemned and loosening up the purse strings, the Pardoner tries out his tricks on the pilgrims. Like any good salesman, the Pardoner knows how to create perceived scarcity for his goods. By imposing the poster that urges people to pursue his goods due to limited stock. He reminds the pilgrims that they are lucky to have a Pardoner on the pilgrimage meaning that they can buy the goods before he runs out
 
The Flea also focuses on marriage. The speaker of the flea means he wants to do what a married couple would do – with the blessing of church, family, and state – in the bedroom. Ah, the "blessing" part is the rub, because without marriage, their act would be considered sinful in the seventeenth century. But from the perspective of a woman in Donne's time, marriage gave her security and at least some power in the relationship. Otherwise, the man could just take what he wants and hit the road. The Pardoner’s Tale focuses on The Pardoner demonstrates his theme that "greed is the root of all evil" not only in his tale, but also in his "confession" of the methods he uses to make money. His greed leads him to preach a sermon whose main purpose is to get the listeners to buy his relics and pardons.
The Pardoner sells salvation for people's hard-earned money, making it look like a real bargain for them. He's not interested in purchasing forgiveness so much as life's little luxuries, like white bread, women, and wine. When the three "rioters" discover an unexpected windfall of cash, their first thought is about the life of leisure and unlimited gambling they can lead. They're willing to murder each other for it.
The average medieval Joe couldn't really look forward to acquiring wealth. Peasants were worked hard, paid little, and taxed heavily. Not that the rioters worked at all, but the Pardoner's audiences included a lot of poor peasants who could probably relate to the excitement that the young men felt about their windfall. This likely made them feel even guiltier by the end of the sermon.
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